Mediastinal haematoma: a rare complication following insertion of central venous catheter.
Mediastinal haematoma is a rare complication following insertion of central venous catheter, with few cases reported in the literature. We report a case of mediastinal haematoma in a 33-year-old male patient with end-stage renal disease. In this patient central venous catheter insertion through the right subclavian vein was attempted on the operation table for renal transplantation but the procedure was abandoned as the attempt was unsuccessful. Post-procedure chest radiograph showed a large mediastinal haematoma occupying right hemithorax that developed as a result of injury to the subclavian vein. Patient was managed conservatively and haematoma completely resolved in four weeks time. This case is being reported to signify the importance of routine obtaining a post-procedure chest radiograph and to state that even large mediastinal haematoma can be managed conservatively in asymptomatic patients.